
Homily Notes for Sunday July 3, 2019  14th in Ordinary Time, 4th of July Reflection 
Readings:  Is 66:10-14c; Gal 6:14-18, Lk 10: 1-12, 17-20 

By Father Paul Key 
 

1. Introduction: Today’s scriptures remind us that announcing the good news of the kingdom by words, 
deeds and life is not the task of only a few, but is rather a task for all baptized Christians. It is especially 
important to us because of the importance of our faith and its moral system in supporting our freedoms.  
 

2. Scripture lessons:  
 

3. In the first reading, Isaiah sees the city of Jerusalem as the prototype of the rejoicing Church—the 
Church who comforts her children, “as a mother comforts her baby son.” The prophet is announcing the 
good news of the blessings of God. He assures his listeners that they live in the certainty of Yahweh’s 
promises of love, protection, prosperity and salvation.  

 

4. In today’s second reading, Paul clearly teaches that it was Jesus’ death on the cross which brings one 
salvation and not his Jewish heritage. He reminds us that every Christian is called to be a “new creature,” 
and that the mission of each member of the Church is to bear witness to the saving power of the cross of 
Christ through a life of sacrificial and self-giving service.  
 

5. Today’ Gospel, taken from the Gospel of Luke, describes, in Jesus’ commissioning of 72 disciples to 
preach the Gospel in towns and villages in preparation for his visit, the fulfillment of the prophetic 
promise made by Isaiah. He gives them “travel tips” for their missionary journey. They must be walking 
witnesses of God’s providence by relying on the hospitality of others, living very simple lives, preaching 
the good news and healing the sick.  Today’s gospel reminds us that the 2.1 billion Christians in the world 
today have the same mission to preach the gospel of Christ to the other 4.9 billion non-Christians. 
 

6. We need to do this in our country because the values and the freedoms we have are very much 
dependent upon the presence of the Christian religion in our country. 
 

For our country was founded on the Christian faith and the moral values of the Judeo-Christian tradition. 
 

7. Ex. America’s Prophet: Moses and the American Story by Bruce Feiler. Pp. 92-93. Two political 
scientists undertook a study … “to settle long-simmering disputes in the political-science community over 
the sources of the (American) Revolution by objectively evaluating the influence of Enlightenment 
writers such as Montesquieu, Lock, Hume and Hobbes, as well as ancient writers such as Plutarch and 
Cicero. The first sentence of their conclusion reads: “If we ask what book was more frequently cited by 
Americans during the founding era, the answer somewhat surprisingly is: the Book of Deuteronomy.” 
Thirty-four percent of all references were to the Bible, compared with 22 per cent for the Enlightenment 
and 9 percent for the classics. The Bible was cited four times as often as Montesquieu, ten times as often 
as Locke, and thirty times as often as Hobbes.”  
 

8. Why did they do this? In Moses’s closing speeches, “he reiterates the blessings that await the people 
when they conquer the Promised Land yet reminds them of the obligations that come with that bounty 
(see Deut 30:15-30).  

“Here, then, I have today set before you life and prosperity, death and doom. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord, your God, which I enjoin on you today, loving him, and walking in his ways, 
and keeping his commandments, statutes and decrees, you will live and grow numerous, and the Lord, your 
God, will bless you in the land you are entering to occupy. If, however, you turn away your hearts and will 
not listen, but are led astray and adore and serve other gods, I tell you now that you will certainly perish; 
you will not have a long life on the land which you are crossing the Jordan to enter and occupy.” 

 This theme of the “two ways” is taken up repeatedly in the Old and New Testaments (See Matt 7:13-14) 
and in the first-generation manual of Church discipline called the “Didache”. From Chapter One:  

“There are two ways: one of life and one of death; and the difference between the two ways is great. The 
way of life is this: first, you should love God, who made you; secondly, love your neighbor as yourself; and 
whatever things you do not desire to be done to you, do not do them to someone else.” 

 



 Our founding fathers certainly saw the truth of this and understood the importance and role of the 
Christian faith in the establishment of our republic. 
 

9. George Washington in his “Farewell Address” declared:  
“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable 
supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great 
pillars of human happiness.” 

 

10. John Adams:  
Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, but it is religion and morality alone, which can 
establish the principles upon which freedom can securely stand. The only foundation of a free constitution 
is pure virtue; and if this cannot be inspired into our people in a greater measure than they have it now, they 
may change their rulers and the forms of government, but they will not obtain a lasting liberty. They will 
only exchange tyrants and tyrannies. You cannot, therefore, be more pleasantly or usefully employed than 
in the way of your profession, pulling down the strong-holds of Satan. This is not cant (pious or 
meaningless chatter), but the real sentiment of my heart. Remember me with much respect to your worthy 
family and to all friends. 

 

11. Samuel Adams:  
“I am happy that Congress as a body concurs with you in the sentiment therein contained, having passed a 
resolution by a great majority expressing their sense that religion and good morals are the only solid 
foundations of public liberty and happiness.” 

 

12. By James McHenry, Signer of the Constitution; Secretary of War.  
“The Holy Scriptures…can alone secure to society, order and peace, and to our courts of justice and 
constitutions of government, purity, stability and usefulness. In vain, without the Bible, we increase penal 
laws and draw entrenchments (defenses) around our institutions. Bibles are strong entrenchments 
(protections). Where they abound, men cannot pursue wicked courses. 

 

13. Ben Franklin: “Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom. As nations become corrupt and vicious, they  
have more need of masters.” 

 

14. George Washington: 
Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle… Purity of morals (is) the only sure foundation of public happiness in any country. The (federal) 
government…can never be in danger of degenerating…so long as there shall remain any virtue in the body 
of the people…  True religion affords to government its surest support. .. Religion and morality are the 
essential pillars of civil society. 

 

15. Joseph Story, U.S. Supreme Court Justice; One of the Fathers of American Jurisprudence. 
“The promulgation of the great doctrines of religion; the being and attributes and providence of one 
Almighty God; the responsibility to Him for all our actions; founded upon moral freedom and 
accountability; a future state of rewards and punishments; the cultivation of all the personal, social and 
benevolent virtues; these never can be a matter of indifference in any well-ordered community. It is indeed, 
difficult to conceive how any civilized society can well exist without them. And, at all events, it is 
impossible for those who believe in the truth of Christianity as a Divine revelation, to doubt that it is the 
especial duty of government to foster and encourage it among all the citizens and subjects. It yet remains a 
problem to be solved in human affairs whether any free government can be permanent where the public 
worship of God and the support of religion constitute no part of the policy or duty of the state in any 
assignable shape. 

 

16. Fundamental decision: do you agree with the insights of our founding fathers or are you willing to 
cast your future to a secular, relativistic evaluation of reality? 
 

Implications for our ministry and our groups. 
Implication for participation in strengthening Catholic institutions and public witness to moral issues. 
How might this vision of the role of faith and the Church differ with other countries? 


